Youth at higher risk of involvement in the sex trade

All youth can be recruited or forced into the sex trade.
However some youth are more at risk.

Youth in foster care and youth with child welfare involvement

A 2007 research report out of New York State found a high correlation between child welfare involvement
and subsequent commercial sexual exploitation. Between 85 to 89% of youth reported to be commercially
sexually exploited had prior child welfare involvement.*

Youth who are homeless, AWOL, runaway, in unstable housing situations
Research results demonstrate a consistently high risk of involvement in survival sex or other forms of
commercial sexual exploitation for youth without stable housing. The most recent federally funded
national study found 70% of homeless youth are at risk of being commercially sexually exploxted

Out of school youth, unemployed youth, low or no income youth

While not documented specifically in research, youth in group discussions have reported a lack of money
or survival needs (even when youth have a place to live), lack of access to jobs and lack of skills from
dropping out or being pushed out of school as direct links to their involvement or consideration of the sex
trade to make money.

Youth with family involved in the sex trade and/or an active sex trade in their community
Youth in prevention workshops continue to identify being around an active sex trade in their community or
family members involved in the sex trade as a risk factor. Youth stress that people in the community are
more likely to encourage or recruit them and an active sex trade normalizes the option.

Youth with a history of sexual abuse

All research studies that ask youth who are or have been involved in the sex trade about previous sexual
abuse prior to any commercial sexual exploitation find rates of up to over 90%. Research also suggests
that sexual abuse is a factor independent of any resulting running away or substance abuse.

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Questioning youth
LGBTQQ youth make up 20 to 40% of all homeless youth, resulting in high rates of survival sex. *
Additionally, a study in Canada found the LGBT youth were three times more likely to trade sex for
survival than heterosexual youth. °> Almost 60% of transgender girls and young women reported
exchanging sex for money in recent Chicago-based research. °

Youth of color

African American minors are over-represented in $rostitution arrests, comprising 55% of all arrests of
juveniles for prostitution across the U.S. in 2002. ' Evidence suggests this may have to do with unequal
law enforcement strategies that target communities of color. However, this may also reflect a higher
involvement of African American youth. Latino, Asian, Native American/First Nations, and African
American youth all experience systemic inequality, for example, represented in higher rates of poverty
and involvement in the child welfare system. This suggests a higher risk of involvement as well.
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